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UNITED STATES COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION AND RUNNING RULES 

 

 HISTORY OF U.S. COMPLETE 

In 1981, Robert Lee, Jack Myrick and Gerald Shaw founded a walking 

shooting dog association under the name of the United States Complete 

Shooting Dog Association.  Gerald Shaw, an attorney from Sanford, N.C. 

did the legal work, Jack Myrick had the bird dog knowledge and a huge 

number of contacts, and Robert Lee had the administrative ability and the 

competitive edge.  Given the combined talents of these three gentlemen, 

success was a guarantee. 

Bernie Matthys of the American Field was contacted to get recognition of 

the trials.  A championship was requested but Mr. Matthys required the 

running of a classic for two years before granting a championship. 

Jack Myrick provided the grounds for the running of the early trials.   In 

March of 1983 the first championship was held.  Graham Parker’s pointer 

“Jack” was the first named champion for U.S. Complete.  Jack ran a big race 

with five well spaced finds to win the championship.  The runner-up, 

“Star”, a female setter handled by W. Mills Hodge had 10 shooting dog 

steady finds and Mill’s vest was filled with quail from the brace.  Note that 

in its beginning, U.S. Complete required the birds to be shot over a steady 

dog and a retrieve to hand was necessary. 

In the fall of 1995, the live ammunition was dropped and birds were no 

longer killed on course.  This was supported by many members as some 

of the states no longer allowed shooting on state grounds prohibiting 

those states from participating in the U.S. Complete.  In the interest of 

including other states and with continued growth of the organization a 

goal of the founders, it was agreed that set-up backs would no longer be a 

requirement, the shooting of birds would be eliminated, and as a result, 

the retrieve was no longer an element to be judged.  These changes were 

necessary for the family-oriented sport of field trialing. 
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With the assistance of sponsors, the U.S. Complete Shooting Dog 

Association became financially healthy and began expanding throughout 

the southeast. 

The early stated goal of the founders was to improve the quality of the 

pointing breeds through the sport of field trialing that would be 

conducted in such a way that the entire family could be present and enjoy 

the activity. 

It is very clear that today’s field trialers owe a huge debt to the founders of 

the U.S. Complete Shooting Dog Association and those who competed in 

the trials on a regular basis.  The privilege that we take for granted is a 

result of years of sweat, toil, and continued effort to improve the pointing 

breeds. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES COMPLETE 

SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION 

 
ARTICLE 1 — NAME 

SECTION 1:  THE NAME OF THE ASSOCIATION SHALL BE UNITED STATES 

COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

ARTICLE 2 — OBJECTIVES 

SECTION 1:  TO PROMOTE AND RAISE THE PRESTIGE OF WALKING 

SHOOTING DOGS. 

SECTION 2:  TO SET NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR WALKING SHOOTING 

DOGS. 

SECTION 3:  TO SPONSOR NATIONAL OPEN AND AMATEUR 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

SECTION 4:  TO PROMOTE THE WALKING SHOOTING DOG AND 

DEMONSTRATE BEYOND DOUBT THAT TO BE A COMPLETE SHOOTING 

DOG CHAMPION REQUIRES A HIGH QUALITY DOG. 

SECTION 5:  TO PROMOTE THE BEST POSSIBLE BREEDING PROGRAM FOR 

THE COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG. 

SECTION 6:  TO EDUCATE AND PROMOTE YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN ALL 

OBJECTIVES. 

SECTION 7:  TO CONDUCT TRIALS FOR FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL 

ENJOYMENT. 

SECTION 8:  TO PROMOTE THE TRAINING OF HIGH QUALITY DOGS. 

SECTION 9:  TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE THE FORMATION OF 

AFFILIATED COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG CLUBS THROUGHOUT THE 

UNITED STATES. 
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ARTICLE 3 — MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1:  ACTIVE MEMBER CLUBS SHALL BE THOSE CLUBS 

CONTRIBUTING ANNUAL DUES IN SUCH AMOUNT AS MAY BE 

DETERMINED BY THE ASSOCIATION PLUS $3.00 PER DOG PER STAKE OR 

SUCH AMOUNT AS MAY BE DETERMINED BY THE ASSOCIATION AND 

CONDUCTING AT LEAST ONE FIELD TRIAL PER YEAR. 

ARTICLE 4 — DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

SECTION 1:  THE PRESIDENT OF EACH ACTIVE AFFILIATED CLUB SHALL BE 

A VOTING MEMBER OF THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION. IF THE CLUB PRESIDENT IS UNABLE TO ATTEND ANY 

REGULAR OR CALLED MEETING, THE CLUB PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT IN 

WRITING A MEMBER OF THE CLUB TO ACT IN THE CLUB PRESIDENT’S 

BEHALF AT SUCH MEETING. IF NO ONE IS ABLE TO ATTEND A MEETING, 

THAT INDIVIDUAL MAY SEND IN A PROXY VOTE. AN ACTIVE CLUB IS ONE 

WHO HAS RUN A TRIAL IN THE CURRENT TRIAL SEASON AND IS IN GOOD 

STANDING AS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 3. 

 SECTION 2:   THE OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION SHALL BE A PRESIDENT, 

VICE PRESIDENT, A SECRETARY AND A TREASURER. THE OFFICERS SHALL 

SERVE AS THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. A NOMINATION COMMITTEE 

CONSISTING OF ONE REGIONAL PRESIDENT AND TWO OTHERS 

APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL RECOMMEND 

MEMBERS FOR OFFICE.  ADDITIONAL MEMBERS MAY BE NOMINATED 

FROM THE FLOOR AT THE ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, 

AND THE OFFICERS SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE VOTING MEMBERS AT THE 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING. 

SECTION 3:  MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY BE CALLED AT 

ANY TIME BY THE PRESIDENT OR BY A MAJORITY OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS. 

SECTION 4:  THE PRESIDENT SHALL BE THE PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

OF THE ASSOCIATION. THE PRESIDENT SHALL SUPERVISE AND CONTROL 

THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 

LAWS. THE PRESIDENT SHALL, WHEN PRESENT, PRESIDE AT ALL MEETINGS 
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OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THE PRESIDENT SHALL SIGN, WITH ANY 

OTHER PROPER OFFICER, CERTIFICATES OF THE ASSOCIATION AND ANY 

DEEDS, MORTGAGES, BONDS, CONTRACTS, OR OTHER INSTRUMENTS 

THAT MAY BE LAWFULLY EXECUTED ON BEHALF OF THE ASSOCIATION, 

EXCEPT WHERE THE SIGNING AND EXECUTION THEREOF SHALL BE 

DELEGATED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO SOME OTHER OFFICER OR 

AGENT, AND IN GENERAL, THE PRESIDENT SHALL PERFORM ALL DUTIES 

INCIDENT TO THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND SUCH OTHER DUTIES 

AS MAY BE PRESCRIBED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FROM TIME TO 

TIME. 

SECTION 5:  THE VICE PRESIDENTS, IN ORDER OF THEIR ELECTION, SHALL, 

IN THE ABSENCE OR DISABILITY OF THE PRESIDENT, PERFORM THE DUTIES 

AND EXERCISE THE POWERS OF THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. IN 

ADDITION, THE VICE PRESIDENTS SHALL PERFORM OTHER DUTIES AND 

HAVE SUCH OTHER POWERS AS DIRECTED BY THE PRESIDENT. 

SECTION 6:  THE SECRETARY SHALL KEEP ACCURATE RECORDS OF THE 

ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS OF ALL MEETINGS OF MEMBERS AND 

DIRECTORS. THE SECRETARY SHALL GIVE ALL NOTICES REQUIRED BY LAW 

AND BY THESE BYLAWS. THE SECRETARY SHALL HAVE GENERAL CHARGE 

OF THE ASSOCIATION BOOKS AND RECORDS. 

SECTION 7:  THE TREASURER SHALL HAVE CUSTODY OF ALL FUNDS AND 

SECURITIES BELONGING TO THE ASSOCIATION, AND SHALL RECEIVE, 

DEPOSIT, OR DISBURSE THE SAME UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS. THE TREASURER SHALL KEEP FULL AND ACCURATE 

ACCOUNTS OF THE FINANCES OF THE ASSOCIATION AND SHALL CAUSE A 

TRUE STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION’S ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS OF 

THE CLOSE OF EACH FISCAL YEAR AND OF THE RESULTS OF THE 

ASSOCIATION’S OPERATION AND OF CHANGES IN SURPLUS FOR EACH 

FISCAL YEAR, ALL IN REASONABLE DETAIL, TO BE MADE AND SUBMITTED 

IN TIME FOR PRESENTATION AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING; AND THE TREASURER SHALL MAIL OR OTHERWISE DELIVER A 

COPY OF THE LATEST SUCH STATEMENT TO ANY MEMBER CLUB UPON 

WRITTEN REQUEST THEREFORE. THE TREASURER SHALL, IN GENERAL, 

PERFORM ALL DUTIES INCIDENT TO THE OFFICE AND SUCH OTHER DUTIES 
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AS MAY BE ASSIGNED TO THE TREASURER FROM TIME TO TIME BY THE 

PRESIDENT OR BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THE POSITIONS OF 

SECRETARY AND TREASURER MAY BE COMBINED. 

ARTICLE 5 — MEETINGS 
SECTION 1:  THE ASSOCIATION SHALL CONDUCT AN ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING EACH YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF PLANNING FOR 

THE TRIAL SEASON AND ELECTING OFFICERS TO SERVE FOR A TWO-YEAR 

TERM. THE ANNUAL MEETING MAY BE HELD AT ANY TIME.  THE ANNUAL 

MEETING IS USUALLY HELD IN JULY OR AUGUST WITH THE DATE AND 

TIME DETERMINED BY THE PRESIDENT AT LEAST 90 DAYS IN 

ADVANCE.  THE FISCAL YEAR ENDS ON MAY 31. 

SECTION 2:  MEETINGS SHALL BE CALLED AND SCHEDULED BY THE 

PRESIDENT OR SECRETARY. NOTICE OF SUCH MEETINGS MAY BE GIVEN BY 

ANY MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

ARTICLE 6 — GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISION 

SECTION 1:  THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL DIVIDE THE UNITED 

STATES INTO REGIONS. THE REGIONS MAY BE CHANGED AT ANY TIME BY 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. REGIONS WILL BE COMPOSED OF THREE (3) 

OR MORE CLUBS. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL ASSIST THE ACTIVE 

MEMBER CLUBS IN ORGANIZING THE REGIONS AND REGIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

SOUTHEAST – NC, SC, TN, GA 

MID- ATLANTIC – VA, MD, DE, PA 

NORTHEAST – NJ, NY, CT, RI, MA, VT, NH, ME 

GREAT LAKES – OH, MI, WI 

NORTHERN PLAINS – MT 

ARTICLE 7 — AMENDMENTS 

Section 1:  THE CONSTITUTION, BYLAWS, AND RUNNING RULES MAY BE 

CHANGED, AMENDED OR REPEALED ONLY BY A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) 

MAJORITY VOTE OF THE VOTING MEMBERS OF THE U.S. COMPLETE 
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SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION PRESENT AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OR AT 

ANY MEETING CALLED FOR THAT PURPOSE. THE NOTICE OF SUCH 

MEETING TO THE MEMBERS MUST BE IN WRITING, MUST DESCRIBE THE 

AMENDMENT TO BE CONSIDERED AND SHALL STATE THAT THE 

AMENDMENT CHANGE OR REPEAL MAY BE ACTED UPON AT SUCH 

MEETING. NOTICE OF THE MEETING, AT WHICH CHANGES, AMENDMENTS 

OR REPEAL OF THE CONSTITUTION OR BYLAWS ARE TO BE CONSIDERED, 

SHALL BE GIVEN NOT LESS THAN TEN (10) DAYS AND NO MORE THAN 

FORTY (40) DAYS PRIOR TO SUCH MEETING. 

 

U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION 

RUNNING RULES 

 
1. — MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE UNITED STATES COMPLETE 

SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

A.:  ADVERTISING A TRIAL:  TRIAL ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PUBLISHED 

IN AN ISSUE OF THE AMERICAN FIELD AT LEAST FOURTEEN (14) DAYS 

BEFORE A TRIAL IS TO BE RUN. THE ADVERTISEMENT MUST SHOW U.S. 

COMPLETE NAME AND LOGO, SPONSOR LOGO, INCLUDING THE NAME OF 

THE CLUB, PLACE AND DATE OF THE TRIAL, TIME OF THE DRAWING, AND 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE STAKE MANAGER OR SECRETARY AND/OR 

TREASURER. 

B.: DRAWINGS WILL BE DONE FOR THE ORDER OF RUNNING. THE 

RESPONSIBILITY TO HAVE THE APPROPRIATE DOG AT THE TIME AND 

PLACE WHERE HE/SHE IS TO START RESTS SOLELY UPON THE OWNER OR 

HANDLER. IF THERE ARE EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES WHY A DOG HAD 

TO BE SCRATCHED, IT IS THE PREOGATIVE OF THE CLUB NOT TO COLLECT 

THE FEE, BUT THE CURRENT DOG FEE MUST BE PAID EITHER BY THE 

HANDLER/OWNER OR THE CLUB. 
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C.:  WINS WILL BE RECORDED AND WIN CERTIFICATES WILL BE PRINTED AS 

NEEDED OR REQUESTED BY THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION. 

D.:  RECOGNIZED STAKES ARE: 

PUPPY STAKES — FROM JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30 IN EACH YEAR FOR DOGS 

WHELPED ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING AND FROM 

JULY 1 TO DECEMBER 31 OF EACH YEAR FOR DOGS WHELPED ON OR 

AFTER JUNE 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING. 

DERBY STAKES — FROM JULY 1 TO DECEMBER 31 IN EACH YEAR FOR 

DOGS WHELPED ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR PRECEDING, AND 

FROM JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30 IN EACH YEAR FOR DOGS WHELPED ON OR 

AFTER JANUARY 1 OF TWO YEARS PRECEDING. 

SHOOTING DOG STAKES — FOR DOGS OF ANY AGE. AN “OPEN” STAKE IS 

ONE IN WHICH THERE ARE NO LIMITATIONS WITH RESPECT TO EITHER 

DOGS OR HANDLERS. AN “AMATEUR” STAKE IS ONE IN WHICH ALL 

HANDLERS ARE AMATEURS. 

GUN DOGS STAKES — FOR DOGS OF ANY AGE. JUDGMENT STOPS AT 

FLUSH OTHERWISE SAME AS SHOOTING DOG STAKES. 

 

https://uscsda.org/handbook/Puppyandderbyage.htm
https://uscsda.org/handbook/Puppyandderbyage.htm
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E.:  THE MINIMUM LENGTH OF HEATS FOR ALL STAKES OTHER THAN 

PUPPY STAKES SHALL BE 30 MINUTES ON THE BASIS OF TIME THAT THE 

AVERAGE BRACE TAKES TO NEGOTIATE THE COURSE. THE MINIMUM 

LENGTH OF HEATS FOR PUPPY STAKES SHALL BE NO LESS THAN 15 

MINUTES. 

2. — STYLE — STYLE CROSSES ALL LINES AND IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT IN 

PUPPY, DERBY AND SHOOTING DOG STAKES. THE DOG SHOULD RUN 

WITH LITTLE EFFORT AND BE A JOY TO SEE RUNNING AND HUNTING. 

ERRORLESS MEDIOCRITY SHOULD NOT BE REWARDED OVER A DOG WITH 

STYLE, STAMINA, PACE, DESIRE AND DRIVE. THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 

A DOG IS LIKELY TO ENHANCE THE BREED AS A SIRE OR DAM IS AN 

ENTIRELY PROPER CONSIDERATION FOR PLACEMENT. 

3. — RANGE — AFTER THE BREAKAWAY, THE DOG SHOULD HUNT TO 

BIRDY OBJECTIVES. RANGE SHOULD BE COMMENSURATE WITH COVER 

AND TERRAIN. A SHOOTING DOG’S RANGE SHOULD BE THAT OF A COVEY 

DOG. EXTREME RANGE IS NOT DESIRABLE. 

4. — BIRDS – BIRDS ARE NOT TO BE KILLED. BIRDS MUST BE ON COURSE 

FOR ALL DERBY, GUN DOG AND SHOOTING DOG STAKES AND THE 

NUMBER OF BIRDS PLACED ON COURSE SHOULD BE CONSISTENT FROM 

BRACE TO BRACE. IF IT IS NECESSARY TO HANDLE BIRDS, IT SHOULD BE 

DONE WITH GLOVES. BIRDS SHOULD BE SPACED FAR ENOUGH APART 

FOR DOGS TO MAKE SEPARATE POINTS WITHOUT INTERFERING WITH 

BRACE MATE. THE QUALITY OF BIRDS CAN AFFECT THE QUALITY OF THE 

TRIAL. DO NOT USE CHEAP BIRDS. BIRDS SHOULD NEVER BE PLACED 

UNDER PILES OF BRUSH OR COVER, WHICH WILL PRESENT UNUSUAL 

DIFFICULTY IN FLUSHING. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT TEN (10) BIRDS BE 

ON COURSE BEFORE THE FIRST BRACE EACH DAY, WITH THE EXCEPTION 

OF PUPPY BRACES. AN ADEQUATE NUMBER OF BIRDS SHOULD BE 

PLACED ON COURSE EACH BRACE. IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT 

BIRDS BE AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE COURSE. TRIALS MAY BE RUN ON 

WILD NATIVE, OR PRERELEASED BIRDS.  
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5. — RETRIEVING — BECAUSE NO BIRDS ARE TO BE KILLED, AND NO LIVE 

AMMUNITION IS USED, NO RETRIEVES ARE REQUIRED. RETRIEVING A 

DEAD BIRD ON THE COURSE SHOULD CARRY NO PENALTY. 

6. — JUDGES  

A.:  JUDGES ARE IN CHARGE OF THE RUNNING AND WILL HAVE 

AUTHORITY TO MAKE NECESSARY DECISIONS SUBJECT ONLY TO RULES 

AND REGULATIONS OF THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION. 

B.:  EACH CLUB IS RESPONSIBLE TO CHOOSE THE BEST JUDGES POSSIBLE. 

C.:  EACH JUDGE SHOULD BE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF U.S. COMPLETE RULES 

AND PRACTICES. 

D.:  JUDGES SHALL MEASURE EACH DOG BY THE STANDARDS OF THE U.S. 

COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

E.:  EACH STAKE SHALL BE JUDGED BY AT LEAST TWO JUDGES. 

F.:  JUDGES SHALL HAVE FULL AUTHORITY TO EXPEL FROM ANY STAKE 

ANY DOG THAT DOES NOT REASONABLY OBEY HIS HANDLER OR THAT 

INTERFERES WITH HIS/HER BRACE MATE. 

G.:  JUDGES SET THE PACE, NOT THE HANDLER. THE PACE SHOULD BE A 

REASONABLE HUNTING SPEED. 

H.:  ALL CALL BACK BRACES ARE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE JUDGES. 

I.:  NO JUDGE SERVING IN A STAKE CAN HAVE OWNERSHIP, PARTIAL 

OWNERSHIP OR A CURRENT FINANCIAL INTEREST OF ANY KIND IN ANY 

DOG COMPETING IN THAT STAKE. 

J.:  A JUDGE SHOULD GIVE 100 PERCENT ATTENTION TO EVERY ENTRY. 

K.:  A JUDGE SHOULD JUDGE WHAT IS SEEN AND SHOULD NEVER GUESS 

OR ASSUME. 

L.:  A JUDGE SHOULD DISREGARD INFORMATION REPORTED BY OTHER 

PERSONS. 

M.:  THE JUDGE IS THE TIMEKEEPER. 
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N.:  A JUDGE SHOULD ALWAYS TAKE GOOD NOTES, LEAVING DETAILS TO 

MEMORY IS LEAVING MUCH TO CHANCE. 

O.:  A JUDGE SHOULD ALWAYS REWARD QUALITY OVER QUANTITY. 

P.:  CONFIDENCE BETWEEN JUDGES SHOULD NEVER BE VIOLATED DURING 

OR AFTER A TRIAL. 

Q.: JUDGES FOR U.S. COMPLETE CLUB TRIALS ARE PERMITTED TO USE 

UTILITY VEHICLES TO JUDGE. JUDGES SHALL RIDE ON SEPERATE 

VECHICLES. UTILITY VEHICLES ARE NOT PERMITTED FOR JUDGING 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

7. — SCOUTS 

A.:  ANY SCOUTING FOR A DOG SHOULD BE DONE BY A SCOUT 

APPOINTED BY THE HANDLER OF THAT DOG. THE SCOUT SHALL BE 

NAMED PRIOR TO THE START OF THE BRACE AND SHALL ACT ONLY WITH 

PERMISSION OF THE JUDGE. 

B.:  A HANDLER SHOULD ASK A JUDGE FOR PERMISSION TO SEND A 

SCOUT. 

C.:  A SCOUT IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN TO HANDLE A DOG 

D.:  NO PROFESSIONAL HANDLER MAY SCOUT FOR AN AMATEUR IN AN 

AMATEUR STAKE. 

E.:   ALL SCOUTING MUST BE DONE FROM FOOT OR 

HORSEBACK.  MOTORIZED VEHICLES ARE NOT PERMITTED FOR 

SCOUTING.  HANDICAPPED HANDLER RULES DO NOT APPLY TO 

SCOUTING. 

F.:   HORSEBACK SCOUTING IS THE NORMAL MEANS OF SCOUTING IN U.S. 

COMPLETE STAKES.  CLUBS MAY ELECT TO NOT ALLOW HORSEBACK 

SCOUTING.  IF SO, THE TRIAL ADVERTISEMENT MUST STATE “HORSEBACK 

SCOUTING NOT ALLOWED”. 

G.:  NO ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION (E.G., CELL PHONE, WALKIE 

TALKIES, ETC) IS PERMITTED BETWEEN THE SCOUT, HANDLER AND 

GALLERY SPECTATORS. 
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8. — TRACKERS 

A.:  ALL TRACKERS MUST BE APPROVED BY THE AMERICAN FIELD AND THE 

AMATEUR FIELD TRIAL CLUBS OF AMERICA INC. 

B.:  THE USE OF TRACKING COLLARS MAY BE USED, BUT UNDER THE 

GUIDELINES APPROVED BY THE HOST CLUB, THE AMERICAN FIELD AND 

THE AMATEUR FIELD TRIAL CLUBS OF AMERICA INC. 

C.:  WHEN TRACKING COLLARS ARE NOT ALLOWED, IT MUST BE 

MENTIONED IN THE ADVERTISEMENT. IF TRACKING COLLARS ARE 

ALLOWED THEY MUST BE PROVIDED BY THE HANDLER. 

9. — STAKE MANAGER — EACH LOCAL CLUB SHOULD APPOINT A STAKE 

MANAGER TO ASSIST JUDGES BY CONTROLLING THE GALLERY, SEEING 

THAT BRACES ARE READY WHEN CALLED, OR ATTENDING TO ANY OTHER 

MATTERS NECESSARY FOR THE TRIAL’S SAFE AND EXPEDITIOUS RUNNING. 

 

10. — INJURED OR HANDICAP HANDLER. 

A: TO HANDLE A DOG AT A TRIAL FROM A HORSE OR FOUR WHEELER 

(WHERE PERMITTED) THE HANDLER MUST NOTIFY THE TRIAL CHAIRMAN 

PRIOR TO THE DRAWING AND PROVIDE A STATE PLACARD AND/OR 

CERTIFICATE FROM THE STATE IDENTIFYING THE HANDICAP STATUS. A 

DOCTOR’S EXCUSE IS NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

B.: AN APPROVED AMATEUR HANDICAPPED HANDLER MAY HANDLE AS 

MANY DOGS AS HE/SHE WISHES IN ANY AMATEUR STAKE AS LONG AS 

THEY ARE THE SOLE OWNER OF THESE DOGS.  THAT HANDLER MUST 

HANDLE ALL DOGS IN THAT STAKE IN THE SAME MANNER (HANDICAPPED 

HANDLING).  THERE ARE NO RESTRICTIONS FOR THE LENGTH OF STAKE. 

C.: A HANDICAPPED HANDLER, RIDING, SHOULD RESPECT HIS OR HER 

BRACE-MATE AT ALL TIMES. THE GOAL OF THE HANDICAPPED RULE IN 

THE USCSDA IS TO ALLOW A HANDLER TO PARTICIPATE IN A FIELD TRIAL 

WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE BE UNABLE TO COMPETE BECAUSE OF PHYSICAL 

IMPAIRMENT. 
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D.: A HANDICAPPED HANDLER USES THE HORSE ONLY AS A VEHICLE OF 

TRANSPORTATION, AND IN NO WAY SHOULD UTILIZE THE HORSE TO 

GUIDE THE DOG TO A SPECIFIC LOCATION OR TO GIVE A PHYSICAL 

ADVANTAGE OVER HIS BRACE-MATE. AT NO TIME CAN THE RIDER DO 

ANYTHING THAT HE OR SHE COULD NOT DO IF THEY WERE WALKING, BUT 

THE RIDING HANDLER ALSO SHOULD NOT BE PENALIZED. AS THE 

WALKING HANDLER CAN, THE RIDING HANDLER MAY BE ALLOWED TO 

CATCH UP IF HE FALLS BEHIND, AS LONG AS HE DOES NOT RUN OR LOPE 

HIS HORSE IN SO DOING. THIS WILL HELP THE PROBLEM OF BOTH JUDGES 

SEEING BOTH DOGS FOR THE MAJOR PORTION OF THE HEAT. 

E.: THE AVERAGE PARTICIPANT IN A WALKING FIELD TRIAL PROCEEDS AT A 

PACE OF 3.5 TO 4.0 MILES PER HOUR. THE MARSHALS SHALL EVALUATE 

THE PACE WITH THE AID OF A GPS, IF NECESSARY, AND IF THE MARSHAL 

HAS TO WARN A PARTICIPANT ABOUT THE PACE MORE THAN ONCE, THE 

MATTER WILL BE REFERRED TO THE STAKE MANAGER OR FIELD TRIAL 

CHAIRMAN, AND THE PARTICIPANT MAY BE ASKED TO WITHDRAW. 

F.: AN APPROVED HANDICAPPED AMATEUR HANDLER MAY HANDLE 

THREE OF HIS OWN DOGS IN AN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP.  A CLUB HAS THE 

RIGHT TO SPECIFY THE MEANS OF HANDICAP HANDLING PERMITTED DUE 

TO LAND OWNER RESTRICTIONS AND OR TERRAIN. 

G.: AN APPROVED HANDICAPPED PROFESSIONAL MAY HANDLE NO MORE 

THAN THREE DOGS IN A STAKE.  

H.:  ON GROUNDS WHERE STATE AND/OR FEDERAL HANDICAP RULES 

APPLY THE STATE/FEDERAL DEFINITIONS AND RULES TAKE 

PRECEDENCE.  NOTE THAT THESE RULES DIFFER FROM STATE TO STATE. 

11. — SAFETY 

A.:  BECAUSE THE U.S. COMPLETE ENCOURAGES FAMILY PARTICIPATION, 

SAFETY SHOULD BE A MAJOR CONCERN FOR ALL CLUBS. 



15 
 

B.:  THE USE OF LIVE AMMUNITION IS NOT PERMITTED AT ANY U.S. 

COMPLETE EVENT. 

12. — SPECTATORS — SPECTATORS AND VISITORS ARE ALWAYS 

WELCOME TO ATTEND U.S. COMPLETE TRIALS. A GALLERY WAGON 

SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR SPECTATORS. THE WAGON WILL FOLLOW 

BEHIND JUDGES SO THAT SPECTATORS CAN SEE EACH BRACE. 

SPECTATORS SHOULD STAY ON THE GALLERY WAGON AT ALL TIMES, 

UNLESS MOUNTED. 

13. — PUPPY STAKES 

A.:  PUPPIES MUST SHOW A STRONG DESIRE TO HUNT. 

B.:  PUPPIES SHOULD EXHIBIT A GOOD SENSE OF SMELL, SIGHT AND 

HEARING. 

C.:  PUPPIES SHOULD EXHIBIT GOOD RUNNING SPEED WITH STYLE AND 

REASONABLE RANGE. 

D.:  PUPPIES SHOULD BE REASONABLY INDEPENDENT. 

E.:  PUPPIES SHOULD SHOW REASONABLE OBEDIENCE TO HANDLER. 

F.:  EACH PUPPY WILL BE JUDGED ON ITS ACTUAL PERFORMANCE AS AN 

INDICATOR OF ITS FUTURE AS A HIGH CLASS SHOOTING DOG. 

G.:  BLANK AMMUNITION SHOULD NOT BE SHOT OVER PUPPIES TO 

PROVE THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE GUN. 

H.:  AT THE END OF THE STAKE, THE HANDLER ONLY HAS TO SHOW THE 

JUDGE THE PUPPY AND IS NOT REQUIRED TO COLLAR THE DOG. 

14. — DERBY STAKES 

A.:  DERBIES SHOULD POINT AND HOLD UNTIL HANDLER ARRIVES, BUT 

NO ADDITIONAL CREDIT SHALL BE GIVEN FOR STEADINESS TO WING AND 

SHOT. DERBIES CAN BE PLACED ON BIRD CONTACT OR RUN ALONE. 

B.:  STOP TO FLUSH — IF FLUSH IS INADVERTENT OR CAUSED BY BRACE 

MATE, THERE SHOULD BE NO PENALTY. A PROPER STOP TO FLIGHT IS 

COMMENDABLE AND SHOULD BE CREDITED. ANY DELIBERATE FLUSH 

SHOULD BE PENALIZED. 
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C.:  BLINKING OR CIRCLING BIRDS — BLINKING BIRDS SHOULD BE 

PENALIZED. 

D.:  DERBIES MUST SHOW REASONABLE OBEDIENCE FOR THEIR 

HANDLER’S COMMAND. 

E.:  THE JUDGES SHOULD SELECT THE DERBY DOG THAT THEY CONSIDER 

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED AS A FINISHED DOG. 

F.:  BLANK AMMUNITION SHOULD BE SHOT OVER DERBIES TO PROVE 

THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE GUN. 

G.:  DERBIES SHOULD HANDLE AND RESPOND TO THE HANDLER’S 

COMMANDS RELATIVE TO THE GROUND PATTERN. 

H.:  DERBIES ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BACK, BUT THEY MAY NOT 

INTERFERE WITH BRACE MATE IN ANY WAY. 

I.:  NONPRODUCTIVE — DOGS SHOULD BE GIVEN THE BENEFIT OF THE 

DOUBT. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR BIRDS TO HAVE MOVED WITHOUT JUDICIAL 

OBSERVATION. 

J.:  DERBIES SHOULD SHOW MORE ENDURANCE AND SPEED THAN A 

PUPPY. 

K.:  EACH DOG IS TO BE JUDGED ON ITS ACTUAL PERFORMANCE AS AN 

INDICATOR OF ITS FUTURE PROMISE. 

15. — SHOOTING DOG STAKES — ALTHOUGH THERE ARE NO PERFECT 

RACES, JUDGES SHOULD MEASURE EACH DOG BY THE HIGHEST 

STANDARD. 

A.:  DOGS SHOULD SHOW A KEEN DESIRE TO HUNT AND A BOLD 

ATTRACTIVE STYLE OF RUNNING. 

B.:  DOGS SHOULD BE INDEPENDENT HUNTERS. 

C.:  DOGS SHOULD SEEK BIRDY OBJECTIVES. 

D.:  DOGS SHOULD RESPOND TO THE HANDLER BUT DEMONSTRATE 

INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT IN HUNTING THE COURSE. DOGS SHOULD NOT 

LOOK TO HANDLER TO POINT OUT BIRDY OBJECTIVES. 
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E.:  DOGS SHOULD LOCATE GAME ACCURATELY AND POINT STAUNCHLY. 

F.:  ALL SHOOTING DOGS MUST BE STEADY TO WING AND SHOT. 

G.:  DOGS SHOULD SHOW AN ACCURATE NOSE, STYLE AND INTENSITY ON 

POINT. 

H.:  DOGS SHOULD SHOW CONSISTENCY OF PATTERN, ESPECIALLY AS IT 

RELATES TO RANGE. 

I.:  GAIT SHOULD BE STYLISH, FAST AND GRACEFUL TO WATCH. 

J.:  DOGS SHOULD NOT AVOID HEAVY COVER OR SEEK EASY FOOTING 

SUCH AS ROADS AND TRAILS. 

K.:  DOGS SHOULD LOCATE GAME QUICKLY AND ACCURATELY. 

L.:  STOP TO FLUSH — IF FLUSH IS INADVERTENT OR CAUSED BY BRACE 

MATE, THERE SHOULD BE NO PENALTY. A PROPER STOP TO FLIGHT IS 

COMMENDABLE AND SHOULD BE CREDITED. ANY DELIBERATE FLUSH 

SHOULD BE PENALIZED. 

M.:  NONPRODUCTIVE — DOGS SHOULD BE GIVEN THE BENEFIT OF THE 

DOUBT. IT IS POSSIBLE FOR BIRDS TO HAVE MOVED WITHOUT JUDICIAL 

OBSERVATION. 

N.:  BLINKING OR CIRCLING BIRDS — BLINKING BIRDS CAN BE A 

DISQUALIFYING ACT. MOVING TO “SURROUND” BIRDS SHOULD NOT BE 

TOLERATED. THE DOG SHOULD BE STAUNCH. 

O.:  ALL SHOOTING DOGS ARE REQUIRED TO BACK IF GIVEN AN 

OPPORTUNITY. 

P.:  THE HANDLER MAY NOT PHYSICALLY MOVE HIS/HER DOG UNTIL THE 

BIRD IS FLUSHED, UNLESS DIRECTED TO DO SO BY THE JUDGE. 

16.–GUN DOG STAKES—THE GUIDELINES AND POINTS FOR THE GUN 

DOG STAKES WILL BE THE SAME AS THE SHOOTING DOG STAKES EXCEPT 

THAT JUDGMENT CEASES AFTER THE FLUSH.  GUN DOGS DO NOT HAVE 

TO BE STEADY TO WING AND SHOT. 
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17. — FUTURITY — EACH YEAR THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION SPONSORS A RECOGNIZED FUTURITY FOR THE BREEDERS 

AND HANDLERS TO PROMOTE THE BEST POSSIBLE BREEDING PROGRAM 

FOR THE COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG. 

 

18. — Point System — EACH YEAR THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION WILL AWARD THE FOLLOWING: OPEN SHOOTING DOG, 

OPEN DERBY, OPEN PUPPY, OPEN GUN DOG, AMATEUR SHOOTING DOG, 

AMATEUR DERBY. AMATEUR PUPPY AND AMATEUR GUN DOG. 

A HANDLER OF THE YEAR AWARD WILL BE GIVEN TO THE TOP OPEN 

HANDLER AND THE TOP AMATEUR HANDLER WHO ACCUMULATES THE 

MOST POINTS HANDLING DOGS IN THE RESPECTIVE OPEN AND THE 

AMATEUR STAKES.  THE POINT SYSTEM USED TO CALCULATE THE POINTS 

WILL BE BASED THE SAME AS THE DOG OF THE YEAR. 

“DOG OF THE YEAR” AWARDS WILL BE SELECTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE FOLLOWING RULES: 

A.:  POINTS WILL BE AWARDED ONLY TO DOGS PLACING IN TRIALS 

CONDUCTED BY MEMBER CLUBS IN GOOD STANDING OF THE U.S. 

COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

B.:  POINTS WILL BE AWARDED ONLY TO DOGS PLACING IN TRIALS DULY 

RECOGNIZED BY THE AMERICAN FIELD. 

C.: A DOG MUST BE REGISTERED IN ORDER TO RECEIVE DUE 

RECOGNITION AS “DOG OF THE YEAR” AND A COPY OF THE DOG’S 

REGISTRATION MUST BE GIVEN TO THE CLUB SECRETARY AT THE TIME OF 

THE WIN. A COPY OF THE DOG’S REGISTRATION MUST BE GIVEN TO THE 

U.S. COMPLETE SECRETARY WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE TRIAL. 

D.:  THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION SHALL PROVIDE 

AN APPROPRIATE AWARD FOR EACH “DOG OF THE YEAR” CLASSIFICATION 

TO BE AWARDED EACH YEAR. 

E.:  IT IS NOT NECESSARY THAT HANDLERS BE MEMBERS OF THE U.S. 

COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 
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F.:  THE OFFICERS OF THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION 

SHALL APPOINT AND DESIGNATE A PERSON TO MAINTAIN ACCURATE AND 

CORRECT RECORDS WITH RESPECT TO “DOG OF THE YEAR” AWARDS. 

G.:  IT SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH CLUB MEMBER TO KEEP 

UP-TO-DATE RECORDS OF RESULTS OF HIS OR HER CLUB TRIALS AND 

FORWARD, IMMEDIATELY AFTER EACH TRIAL, THE RESULTS TO THE 

PERSON DESIGNATED BY THE OFFICERS TO THE ASSOCIATION. 

H.:  EACH CLUB SHOULD SEND A COPY OF THE TRIAL RESULTS TO THE 

U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION SECRETARY IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE TRIAL FOR POINTS TO BE COUNTED IN THE “DOG OF THE 

YEAR” STANDINGS. RESULTS MUST BE POSTMARKED TO THE SECRETARY 

NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS FOLLOWING THE TRIAL. IF THERE IS AN 

ERROR IN PUBLICIZING THE INFORMATION, THE CLUB HAS TWENTY (20) 

DAYS FOLLOWING THE LETTER’S POSTMARK DATE TO NOTIFY THE 

SECRETARY OF ANY ERRORS. 

I.:  EACH CLUB CAN REVIEW THE “DOG OF THE YEAR” AWARDS RULES AND 

REQUIREMENTS ON THE U.S. COMPLETE WEB SITE. 

J.:  THE METHOD OF SELECTING “DOG OF THE YEAR” AWARD WINNERS IN 

EACH CATEGORY SHALL BE BASED ON A POINT SYSTEM COMPUTED AS 

FOLLOWS: 

POINTS ARE TABULATED BY THE NUMBER OF DOGS DRAWN AND NOT 

THE NUMBER OF DOGS THAT RAN. THERE MUST BE A MINIMUM OF THREE 

DOGS IN A STAKE FOR ONE PLACEMENT, 4 DOGS FOR 2 PLACEMENTS AND 

6 DOGS FOR 3 PLACEMENTS. 

1.  30-MINUTE TRIAL:    1ST — 3 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –2 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 1 POINT FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2.  45-MINUTE TRIAL:    1ST — 4 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –3 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 2 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 
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3.  1-HOUR TRIAL:          1ST — 6 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –4 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 2 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

4. Puppy Stakes Points: 30 MINUTE PUPPY STAKE TO BE CONSIDERED A 

PUPPY CLASSIC. 

A.) 15-20 – MINUTE STAKE:     

1ST — 3 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –2 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 1 POINT FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

B.) 30-MINUTE STAKE:    

 1ST — 4POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –3 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 2 POINT FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

5.  INVITATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS:  WINNERS OF THE ANNUAL OPEN 

AND AMATEUR INVITATIOALS WILL RECEIVE 132 POINTS FOR CHAMPION 

AND 80 FOR RUNNER UP CHAMPION IN BOTH DOG OF YEAR AND 

HANDLER OF YEAR CATEGORIES. (12 DOGS ENTERED) 

CH — 6 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM X 2 

RUCH –4 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM X2  

6. FUTURITY:  

1ST — 4 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

2ND –3 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

3RD — 2 POINTS FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 

4TH – 1 POINT FOR EACH DOG UNDER HIM 
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K.:  A DOG IN EACH RESPECTIVE CATEGORY ACCUMULATING THE MOST 

POINTS SHALL BE DECLARED “DOG OF THE YEAR.” 

L.:  THE “DOG OF THE YEAR” AND “HANDLER OF THE YEAR” AWARD WILL 

BE PRESENTED EACH YEAR AT THE ANNUAL BANQUET. 

19. — CODE OF ETHICS 

 

HANDLERS ETHICS — THE FOLLOWING ETHICS HAVE BEEN COMPILED IN 

ORDER TO INSURE THE INTEGRITY AND GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP OF THIS 

GREAT SPORT! 

EACH HANDLER SHOULD AT ALL TIMES: 

A.:  SHOW RESPECT FOR JUDGES AND THEIR DECISIONS. 

B.:  REFRAIN FROM THE USE OF FORCE OR CORRECTIVE TRAINING DURING 

ANY U.S. COMPLETE TRIAL. 

C.:  BE MINDFUL AND THANKFUL FOR THE SPONSORING CLUB AND ITS 

MEMBERS, WHO ARE MAKING THE EFFORT TO HOST THE TRIAL. 

D.:  RECOGNIZE “NEW” OR “INEXPERIENCED” HANDLERS AND OFFER SOME 

FORM OF ENCOURAGEMENT. IN ORDER TO BUILD THIS SPORT AND 

INSURE ITS EXISTENCE, WE MUST SUPPORT NEW PARTICIPATION. 

E.:  DEMONSTRATE RESPECT AND SHOW COURTESY TO THE OTHER 

HANDLER IN YOUR BRACE. REFRAIN FROM INFLUENCING THE BRACE 

MATE’S PERFORMANCE. 

F.:  OFFER YOUR EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE IN A DIPLOMATIC MANNER 

TO OTHER HANDLER’S AND SPORTSMAN’S CLUBS.  ALWAYS BE WILLING 

TO EXTEND A HELPFUL HAND WHEN IT MAY BE NEEDED. 

G.:  UNDERSTAND AND UPHOLD ALL RULES SET FORTH BY THE 

U.S.  COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

H.:  REPORT NEGATIVES ONLY TO THE STAKE MANAGER, AND ALL 

POSITIVES TO ANYONE WHO WILL LISTEN. 

I.:  DISCOURTESY AND ABUSE OF JUDGES AND ACTS OF 

UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT ARE TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE AND 
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SHOULD NOT BE TOLERATED AT ANY TRIAL, BY ANY PERSON. A HANDLER, 

SCOUT, OWNER OR SPECTATOR WHO CONDUCTS HIMSELF IN AN 

UNSPORTSMANLIKE MANNER SHOULD BE DEALT WITH HARSHLY BY THE 

CLUBS SPONSORING THE TRIAL. 

THE HANDLER’S PARTICIPATION IS THE PIVOTAL COMPONENT TO THE 

SUCCESS OF ALL FIELD TRIALS. ESSENTIALLY, THE FUTURE OF THIS 

HONORED TRADITION LIES IN THE HANDS OF EACH COMPETITOR. 

 

ETHICS COMMITTEE RULES AND REGULATIONS — THE ETHICS 

COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

U.S. SHOOTING COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

A.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE SHALL UPHOLD THE RULES AS PRINTED BY 

THE AMERICAN FIELD, THE AMATEUR FIELD TRIAL CLUBS OF AMERICA INC. 

AND THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

B.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE IS NOT FOR CHANGING ANY WRITTEN RULE 

OR GUIDELINE, BUT TO UPHOLD THEM. 

C.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE WILL NOT CONSIDER CHANGING THE 

DECISION OF A JUDGE. 

D.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE WILL ACCEPT COMPLAINTS BY WRITTEN 

STATEMENT ONLY. 

E.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER A WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

ONLY IF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CLUB WHERE THE COMPLAINT 

ORIGINATED FAILS TO SOLVE OR SETTLE THE DISPUTE. 

F.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE WILL CONSIDER A WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

ONLY IF RECEIVED WITHIN 30 CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE DATE THE 

COMPLAINANT DISCOVERS THE REASON FOR THE DISPUTE. 

G.:  IF THE ETHICS COMMITTEE DEEMS A MEETING IS NECESSARY, THE 

COMMITTEE SHALL SCHEDULE A HEARING FOR DEFENDANT AND 

PLAINTIFF. IF THE PLAINTIFF DOES NOT ATTEND THE HEARING, THE 

COMPLAINT SHALL BE DROPPED. 
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H.:  THE ETHICS COMMITTEE SHOULD BE FAIR TO ALL TO ENSURE THERE 

IS NO ILL FEELING. 

20. — CORPORATE SPONSOR  

A.:  TRIAL ADVERTISEMENTS AND WINNER’S PHOTOGRAPHS SHALL 

INCLUDE THE LOGO OF THE CORPORATE SPONSOR FOR THE U.S. 

COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

B.:  THE CORPORATE SPONSOR’S BANNERS SHALL BE DISPLAYED AT EACH 

TRIAL. 

 

C.:  THE CORPORATE SPONSOR SHALL BE RECOGNIZED AND PROMOTED 

AT EACH TRIAL OF THE U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG ASSOCIATION. 

D.:  EACH CLUB IS ALLOWED A SECONDARY SPONSOR(S), PROVIDED THE 

SECONDARY SPONSOR(S) DO NOT COMPETE WITH THE CORPORATE 

SPONSOR. 

21. — HALL OF FAME 

THESE GUIDELINES PROVIDE A STRUCTURE AS THE USCSDA PAYS TRIBUTE 

TO SOME OF THE GREAT DOGS AND HANDLERS THAT CAME BEFORE US. 

THESE INDUCTEES OF THE USCSDA HALL OF FAME HELPED MAKE OUR 

SPORT WHAT IT IS TODAY. 

THE USCSDA HALL OF FAME IS DESIGNED TO RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING 

INDIVIDUALS AND ANIMALS THAT HAVE MADE A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE USCSDA. 

SUMMARIZED QUALIFICATIONS: 

PEOPLE- 

THE PERSON CAN BE LIVING AND HAVE REACHED  64 YEARS OLD OR IF 

DECEASED HAVE A DATE OF BIRTH AT LEAST  64 YEARS OLD PRIOR TO 

BEING ELECTED TO THE HALL OF FAME.  THE LISTING OF QUALIFICATIONS 

IS IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE AND A CANDIDATE SHOULD MEET AT LEAST 

THREE OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA. 
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1 TRAINER OF DOGS 

2. HANDLER OF DOGS TO IMPORTANT USCSDA WINS 

3. SPORTSMANSHIP AND INTEGRITY 

4. LONGEVITY IN USCSDA TRIALING 

5. A MENTOR TO NEW USCSDA TRIALERS AND CLUBS. 

6. BREEDER OF CHAMPIONS AND IMPORTANT WINNERS. 

7. USCSDA NATIONAL, STATE, AND/OR CLUB OFFICER. 

8. JUDGING IN  A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF  LOCAL TRIALS OR 

IN  FUTURITIES,  CLASSIC’S OR  CHAMPIONSHIP’S. 

DOGS 

ALL DOGS NOMINATED MUST BE DECEASED. ELIGIBLE DOGS SHOULD 

HAVE BEEN TRIALED EXTENSIVELY IN MAJOR 

USCSDA  EVENTS.  SIGNIFICANT USCSDA WINNERS WHO ALSO WON 

OTHER IMPORTANT STAKES OUTSIDE OF USCSDA MAY HAVE THEIR 

OVERALL RECORD CONSIDERED. DOGS THAT HAVE SIRED OR WHELPED 

MULTIPLE SIGNIFICANT USCSDA WINNERS MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR HOF 

INDUCTION DESPITE AN OTHERWISE LIMITED TRIAL RECORD IN USCSDA 

EVENTS. ALL QUALIFICATIONS FOR DOGS BELOW SHOULD BE GIVEN 

SUBSTANTIALLY EQUAL WEIGHT. 

1. PERFORMANCE / WINS IN USCSDA COMPETITION. 

2. IMPORTANCE OF WINS, E.G. REGIONAL AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

PLACEMENTS. 

3. LONGEVITY AT A HIGH PERFORMANCE LEVEL. 

4. MALE AND FEMALE BREEDING RECORDS NEED TO INDICATE A STRONG 

CONTRIBUTION ON USCSDA TRAILING AT EITHER THE LOCAL LEVEL, 

REGIONAL, NATIONAL, OR THE USCSDA FUTURITY.  CONTRIBUTIONS OF 

THE OFFSPRING AT A COMBINATION OF THESE LEVELS ARE VERY 

DESIRABLE. 

5. DOGS THAT ONLY OCCASIONALLY COMPETED IN USCSDA STAKES MUST 

HAVE AN OTHERWISE EXCEPTIONAL RECORD ALONG WITH A SIGNIFICANT 

PLACEMENT IN AN USCSDA EVENT TO BE CONSIDERED. THIS DOG MAY BE 

BETTER NOMINATED TO THE NATIONAL FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME 

RATHER THAN THE USCSDA. 
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NOMINATIONS MUST INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION ON THE NOMINEE’S 

QUALIFICATIONS.  THIS DOCUMENTATION SHOULD BE SUBMITTED, VIA 

EMAIL, TO THE USCSDA NATIONAL PRESIDENT WITH A COPY TO THE 

USCSDA NATIONAL SECRETARY UP TO TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE 

ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING.  THE NATIONAL SECRETARY IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR PROVIDING A COPY OF EACH NOMINATION TO THE RESPECTIVE 

VOTING MEMBERS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE USCSDA OFFICERS, REGIONAL DIRECTORS AND THOSE QUALIFIED 

(PER THE BY-LAWS) CLUB PRESIDENTS (OR THEIR PROXIES) HAVING A 

RIGHT TO VOTE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING.  EACH VOTING MEMBER 

NEEDS TO BE FAMILIAR WITH THE QUALIFICATIONS OF EACH CATEGORY. 

A VOTING MEMBER CAN VOTE FOR UP TO TWO PERSONS OR TWO DOGS 

ON THE PREPARED BALLOT.  THE BALLOT WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AND THE 

VOTE WILL BE CONDUCTED DURING THE ANNUAL MEETING.  THE 

LEADING VOTE GETTER WILL EARN ELECTION TO THE USCSDA HALL OF 

FAME.  THE ELECTION RESULTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT THE ANNUAL 

MEETING. 

A MAXIMUM OF 1 PERSON AND 1 DOG PER YEAR ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 

INDUCTION.  HOWEVER, IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO HAVE AN INDUCTEE 

EVERY YEAR. 

ELECTEES TO THE HALL OF FAME WILL BE HONORED AT THE NEXT 

USCSDA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP- AMATEUR/ OPEN. APPROPRIATE 

PICTURES AND PLAQUE OF EACH HALL OF FAME HONOREE WILL BE 

PLACED AT THE NATIONAL BIRD DOG MUSEUM AT GRAND JUNCTION, TN. 

 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

A CHAMPIONSHIP MUST HAVE 15 DOGS DRAWN, EXCEPT FOR THE 

INVITATIONALS. 

U.S. COMPLETE AMATEUR INVITATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – THIS 

CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE HELD ANNUALLY.  TWELVE DOGS WILL BE 

SELECTED FOR THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  TEN DOGS, WHO WERE THE TOP 
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POINT PRODUCERS IN AMATEUR SHOOTING DOG COMPETITIONS, 

INCLUDING AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIPS, FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR WILL 

BE SELECTED FOR THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  ADDITIONALLY, THE DEFENDING 

NATIONAL AMATEUR CHAMPION AND THE DEFENDING AMATEUR 

INVITATIONAL CHAMPION WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY INVITED. THESE 12 

DOGS WILL COMPETE FOR ONE HOUR ON TWO CONSECUTIVE 

DAYS.  DOGS WILL BE DRAWN PRIOR TO THE FIRST DAY’S RUNNING.  AT 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE FIRST DAY’S RUNNING, DOGS WILL BE DRAWN 

WITH DIFFERENT BRACE MATES AND AT A DIFFERENT TIME OF THE DAY 

FOR THE SECOND DAY’S RUNNING.  THERE SHOULD BE A DIFFERENT 

COURSE FOR THE SECOND DAY’S RUNNING.  EVERY EFFORT WILL BE 

MADE TO ALLOW AN ENTRANT TO RUN BOTH DAYS.  HOWEVER, IF A DOG 

SHOULD INTERFERE WITH THEIR BRACE MATE, E.G., FIGHTING OR FAILURE 

TO HONOR A BRACE MATE’S POINT, THE JUDGES MAY ORDER THAT DOG 

UP AND THE DOG WOULD BE DISQUALIFIED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 

RUNNING.  AFTER TWO DAYS OF RUNNING, THE JUDGES MAY NAME A 

CHAMPION OR IF ADDITIONAL TIME IS NEEDED TO DETERMINE A WINNER, 

A CALL BACK WILL BE CONDUCTED ON THE THIRD DAY.  THE JUDGES’ 

DISCRETION WILL BE USED ON THE NUMBER OF DOGS CALLED BACK, 

PAIRINGS, AND LENGTH OF TIME FOR THE CALL BACK BRACES.  IT IS NOT 

MANDATORY THAT A CHAMPION BE NAMED.  A THREE-MEMBER 

COMMITTEE, APPOINTED BY THE NATIONAL OFFICERS, WILL BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING THIS CHAMPIONSHIP. 

 

U.S. COMPLETE OPEN INVITATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – 

THIS CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE HELD ANNUALLY. TWELVE DOGS WILL BE 

SELECTED FOR THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  TEN DOGS, WHO WERE THE TOP 

POINT PRODUCERS IN OPEN SHOOTING DOG COMPETITIONS, INCLUDING 

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS, FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR WILL BE SELECTED 

FOR THIS CHAMPIONSHIP.  ADDITIONALLY, THE DEFENDING NATIONAL 

OPEN CHAMPION AND THE DEFENDING OPEN INVITATIONAL CHAMPION 

WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY INVITED. THESE 12 DOGS WILL COMPETE FOR 

ONE HOUR ON TWO CONSECUTIVE DAYS.  DOGS WILL BE DRAWN PRIOR 

TO THE FIRST DAY’S RUNNING.  AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE FIRST DAY’S 

RUNNING, DOGS WILL BE DRAWN WITH DIFFERENT BRACE MATES AND AT 
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A DIFFERENT TIME OF THE DAY FOR THE SECOND DAY’S RUNNING.  THERE 

SHOULD BE A DIFFERENT COURSE FOR THE SECOND DAY’S 

RUNNING.  EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO ALLOW AN ENTRANT TO RUN 

BOTH DAYS.  HOWEVER, IF A DOG SHOULD INTERFERE WITH THEIR BRACE 

MATE, E.G., FIGHTING OR FAILURE TO HONOR A BRACE MATE’S POINT, 

THE JUDGES MAY ORDER THAT DOG UP AND THE DOG WOULD BE 

DISQUALIFIED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE RUNNING.  AFTER TWO DAYS 

OF RUNNING, THE JUDGES MAY NAME A CHAMPION OR IF ADDITIONAL 

TIME IS NEEDED TO DETERMINE A WINNER, A CALL BACK WILL BE 

CONDUCTED ON THE THIRD DAY.  THE JUDGES’ DISCRETION WILL BE 

USED ON THE NUMBER OF DOGS CALLED BACK, PAIRINGS, AND LENGTH 

OF TIME FOR THE CALL BACK BRACES.  IT IS NOT MANDATORY THAT A 

CHAMPION BE NAMED.  A THREE-MEMBER COMMITTEE, APPOINTED BY 

THE NATIONAL OFFICERS, WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING THIS 

CHAMPIONSHIP. 

U.S. COMPLETE NATIONAL AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP — THIS 

CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE HELD ANNUALLY AND RUN ON A TRADITIONAL 

FORMAT. HANDLER AND DOG SHOULD HOLD A QUALIFYING WIN 

CERTIFICATE FROM THE AMATEUR FIELD TRIAL CLUBS OF AMERICA INC. 

U.S. COMPLETE NATIONAL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP — THIS 

CHAMPIONSHIP WILL BE HELD ANNUALLY AND RUN ON A TRADITIONAL 

FORMAT. THE DOG MUST HAVE PLACED IN AN OPEN SHOOTING DOG OR 

OPEN DERBY STAKE RECOGNIZED BY THE AMERICAN FIELD. 

U.S. COMPLETE REGIONAL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP — EACH REGION 

THAT IS ELIGIBLE MAY HOLD A REGIONAL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP, TO BE 

HELD ANNUALLY. THE DOG MUST HAVE PLACED IN AN OPEN SHOOTING 

DOG OR OPEN DERBY STAKE RECOGNIZED BY THE AMERICAN FIELD. 
 

GLOSSARY 
BRIEF DEFINITIONS FOR COMMON FIELD TRIAL VERNACULAR. 

BACKING OR HONORING — A DESIRED TRAIT IN WHICH A DOG 

IMMEDIATELY COMES TO A RIGID POINT  AFTER SEEING ANOTHER DOG 

ON POINT. 
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BLINKING — WHEN A DOG FINDS BIRDS AND LEAVES WITHOUT 

POINTING, OR POINTS AND LEAVES BEFORE THE HANDLER ARRIVES TO 

FLUSH. BLINKING IS SUFFICIENT GROUNDS TO DISQUALIFY A DOG. 

BUMP — WHEN A DOG INTENTIONALLY CROWDS THE BIRD AND CAUSES 

THE BIRD TO FLUSH. THE DOG SHOULD BE PENALIZED; HOWEVER, ALL 

SITUATIONS SHOULD BE CAREFULLY ANALYZED AND THE BENEFIT OF THE 

DOUBT SHOULD ALWAYS GO TO THE DOG. 

FLAGGING — AN UNDESIRABLE TRAIT WHEN A DOG’S TAIL IS NOT RIGID 

DURING A POINT OR BACK. A DOG THAT FLAGS WHEN HE HAS HIS GAME 

POINTED CLOSE SHOULD BE PENALIZED. 

STOP TO FLUSH — WHEN A BIRD FLUSHES ON HIS OWN ACCORD AND 

THEN THE DOG STOPS AND POINTS OR WHEN A DOG UNINTENTIONALLY 

RUNS OVER A BIRD AND STOPS IMMEDIATELY. 

UNPRODUCTIVE — WHEN A DOG POINTS AND THERE IS NO GAME 

FLUSHED OR FOUND IN THE VICINITY. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR A U.S. COMPLETE SHOOTING DOG 

THE DOG SHOULD EXHIBIT SUPERIOR BIRD SENSE AND HANDLING 

ABILITY. HE SHOULD HUNT THE COURSE AND FIND BIRDS INDEPENDENT 

OF HIS HANDLER’S COMMANDS. EXCESS COMMANDS AND GUIDANCE BY 

THE HANDLER ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. THE DOG SHOULD SHOW EXTREME 

CLASS DISPLAYED BY SPEED, STYLE, CHARACTER, RANGE AND STAMINA. 

THE DOG SHOULD ADJUST HIS GAIT AND RANGE ACCORDING TO THE 

TERRAIN AS DESIRED IN A WALKING DOG AND HUNT FORWARD AND TO 

THE SIDES. COMING FROM BEHIND IS NOT DESIRABLE. RANGE SHOULD 

BE COMMENSURATE WITH THE COVER AND TERRAIN. EXCESSIVE RANGE 

AND FREQUENT LONG ABSENCES FROM VIEW ARE NOT DESIRED. 

SCOUTING IS PERMITTED BUT ONLY WITH THE JUDGE’S PERMISSION. 

HANDLING BY SCOUTS IS FORBIDDEN. THE DOG MUST DISPLAY 

EXCELLENT MANNERS AROUND GAME THAT CLEARLY SHOW HIS SOUND 

TRAINING. THE MOST DESIRABLE PERFORMANCE DISPLAYS RECEPTIVE 

BEHAVIOR TO THE HANDLER AND IS ACCENTUATED BY THE DOG’S EAGER 
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AND STYLISH HUNTING AND POINTING OF GAME EXHIBITING 

EXCEPTIONAL MANNERS IN EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE. 

 

 

EACH TRIAL SHOULD BE PUBLISHED IN AN ISSUE OF THE AMERICAN FIELD 

AT LEAST FOURTEEN (14) DAYS BEFORE A TRIAL IS TO BE RUN, AND MUST 

CONTAIN: 

U.S. COMPLETE LOGO 

SPONSOR’S LOGO 

NAME OF YOUR CLUB 

DATE OF TRIAL 

TIME OF DRAWING 

GROUNDS 

USCSDA SPONSORED 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF STAKE MANAGER 


